
Cette semaine . Anglais…

Encounter with a Lion.

[Livingstone was a famous traveller and missionary in Africa. The natives of a vil-
lage were much troubled by lions, which leapt into the cattlepens by night, and des-
troyed their cows.]

It is well known that if one in a troop of lions
is killed the others take the hint and leave that
part of the country. So the next time the herds
were attacked, I went with the people, in order
to encourage them to get rid of the annoyance
by destroying one of the marauders. We found
the lions on a small hill whichwas covered with
trees. A circle of men was formed round it, and
they gradually closed up, ascending pretty near
to each other. Being down below on the plain
with a native schoolmaster, named Mebalwe, I
saw one of the lions sitting on a piece of rock

within the now closed circle of men. Mebalwe fired at him before I could, and the
bullet struck the rock on which the animal was sitting. He bit at the spot struck, :
as a dog does at a stick or stone thrown at him; then, leaping away, broke through
the opening circle and escaped unhurt.

The men were afraid to attack him, perhaps on
account of their belief in witchcraft. When the
circle was re-formed, we saw two other lions in
it ; butwewere afraid to fire lestwe shouldstrike
the men, and they allowed the beasts to burst
through also. If the Bakatla had acted according
to the custom of the country, so they would
have speared the lions in their attempt to get
out. Seeing we could not get them to kill one of
the lions, we went back towards the village. In
going round the end of the hill, however, I saw
one of the beasts sitting on a piece of rock as be-
fore, but this time he had a little bush in front.
Being about thirty yards off, I took a good aim
at his body through the bush, and fired both barrels into it.
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Exercises.

A) Compléter avec des prépositions s’il v a lieu : – 1. Did the native schoolmas-
ter obey ... Livingstone. — 2. He aimed ... the lion ... the bush. — 3. Look ... my
rifle. It’s empty ; I can’t find my cartridges although I’ve been looking ... them all
over the house. — 4.The native entered ... the village, listening ... all the noises. —
5. The hill was covered ... trees ; I climbed ... one of them, but found it difficult to
climb down. ;

B) Traduire : – 1. Les hommes devaient (to be to) se tenir très près les uns des
autres. — 2. L’instituteur tira sur le lion; Livingstone en fit autant. — 3. Ils s’écar-
tèrent (to step apart) les uns des autres ; le premier lion s’échappa, le second fit de
même (the same).—4. Serrez-vous tout près (close to) les uns des autres, de crainte
que le lion ne passe entre vous.—5. Il n’a pas saisi l’allusion et ne s’est pas débarrassé
de la mauvaise habitude (habit) de fumer pendant les repas (meals).
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